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= Ancient and Moderir —- 
PRESBY TERY coniſider'd, _ 


Jy AD H E Diviftons and Animo- 

ASS ſities, which of late have 
crept into the Church of 
- BRI Scotland, are but too appa- 
I rent Preſages of the Old lea- 


" ven of erm that Church has againſt all 


Regal Power, and Government, and too 
evident Signs of their Averſion to Ain 
chy in General. 
| Their reſtleſs Tempers, continual com 
Plaints, endleſs Grievances, and their 
utter Averſion to Superior Powers, might 
be eafily traced, ſince their firſt Coali- 
tion into an eftabliſh' d Church, to corro- 
borate this Aſſertion, the Hiſtory of all 


Ages, and every Reign ſince their riſe, 


would furniſh us with innumerable In- 
| ſtances, and tho” in former Reigns they 

had ſome ſpecious Pretences to cloak the 
Aſſaults they made to overturn the State, 
and unhinge all Government, yer ſurely 
they can't pretend to this under the pre- 
ſent auſpicious Reign of his Gracious Ma- 


; A = | Jeſty, 


key = I 1 Peace and Plenty 
flouriſh, and 22 and Mercy kiſs each 


other, where they have all the Rig chts an 


Privileges of Subjects kept ALAS 


out the leaſt Shadow of IO, hi- x 


| ther in Church or State. 


But ſuch is the Boldneſs of the Presby⸗ N 
terian Clergy in Scotland, that amidſt the 
peaceable Poſſeſſion off all their Rights 
and Privileges, and in the; midſt of a 
calm, and ſerene Tranquility, they hap- 
pily enjoy, having nothing new. to, ex. 
pect from the Mildneſs and Clemency: 0 


his preſent Majeſty, they begin to thow 
the Wolf in Sheep's cloathing, and as a 


Pretence petition the Parliament, that the 
Act eſtabliſping Patronages may be re- 


peal'd, which is nothing but a prelude. 


ta execute ſome. of their dark ang black 


Deſigns. 


For as the Royal Martyr King Charles. f 
the Firſt. in; his Chapter of Tumults; 
ſaid, that they firſt petition, then. dictate, 


and at laſt command. 


. 
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And was nat in his mg the moſt glo- 


rious Conſtitution on the Face of the Earth. 


torn to. Pieces — and the.haj 


its I. pieſt 


pieſt People un 
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Sun enflav d, and by 


* 


whom, bat by a Hypocritical Clergy: who 
had nothing all this while in their Mouths, 


but the, Purity of the Goſpel;the Honour of 


the King, and the Welfare of the People. 
To come nigher Home, we may eaſily 


_ obſerve that their Malice is not extended 


t0, an one Prince, but: they are invete- 


rate Enemies to all Regal Government, 


(as I formerly hinted) and nothing but 
the Danger of the Law at this Day re- 
ſtrains the Presbyterians, from offering the 
like Affronts to his preſent. Majeſty, for 
ſince they have had the Impudence to uſe 


of; ſerving his 
J am ſure it 15 


his Royal Fredeceſſors after ſa; barbarous a 
Manner, they want only a fit Opportunity 
Majeſty with the ſame Treat- 


ſufficient to convince any 


reaſonable Man that their Malice to ſo 
good and merciful a, Family as that of the 
Siuarts, could. proceed from nothing elſe 


but an invincible Hatred to all Monarchy. in 


General, ſome of them they Murder d, 
others they Baniſh'd, for which barbarous 
and villanous Actions the three Kingdoms 


verely, tha! juſtly ſmarted ſince. 


The 


The General Aſſembly of the Kirk of ; 


Scotland, met at Edinburgh in May 1 734. 
Then appointed the Reverend Mrs. G. An, 


IW<-sI--n and M--k--/h, Commiſſioners to 


the Parliament of Great- Britain, to lay 


before them the great Grievance Patro- 


nages are to the Kirk. 


Theſe Gentlemen have kid A ao . 


Share in kindling and fomenting the pre- 
ſent unhappy Diviſions in Scotland, as ſhall 


be made appear in the n of This Dif- | 


courſe. 


I have good Reaſon to believe "IE : 


abler Pen - 49m mine will be employ d in 


this Work, and therefore T was once in- 
clin'd not to have engag'd in the preſent 
Diſpute, but calling to Mind again, that 

perhaps a preſent Account (tho never ſo 


ſhort and rude) may have its Proper uſe- 
fulnefs. 


I was altered to give this ſhort Sketch 


out of Zeal to ſerve my Country, and for 
the Benefit and Information of thofe, who 
have hadlittle Communion with chatChurch: 7 
and ſo are quite Strangers to her Practices. 
1 ſhall be as conciſe as poſſible, and 
perhaps not ſo very careful to obſerve exact 
: Order 


. 9 * 
5 * 
* 5 = 
5 
5 1 
* 
. * 


Order and Method, but T hope this will 
be eaſily look d over by the Votaries of 
Truth, ſince I promiſe to tell nothing but 
Matters of Fact, and what can be evident- 
ly made appear beyond all Contradiction. 


-*Tis prodigious to conſider (and for the 


| Honour of my Native Country, I wiſh I 
could ſay it Was a falſe Imputation upon 


her) that the Presbyterian Clergy under a 


Cloak of Religion, which has been the 


continual Plea for all Sorts of Factions and 


Parties, ſhould ſtill find any Advocates or 
Abettors among us to encourage them to 


involve that Nation into Troubles, there- 


by to betray their Rights and Liberties 
they now ſo peaceably enjoy. _ 


The Commuſſioners from the Kirk: to 


the preſent Parliament, endeavour by all 
Art and Induſtry, to perſwade his Majeſty, 
that the Flower and Multitude of the Na- 


tion are againſt Patronages, which is a 
groſs Falſhood, But what tho' the Multi- 


titude of the Nation were againſt Patro- 
nages, will it follow, therefore Patronages 
ought to be aboliſhed. If I miſtake not, 
1 — heard as good Arguments anſwered 
18 50 a Non Sequirur. For to grant the 


meaneſt 
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able Liberty in all Matters and Pretences 


of Religion, is to diſſolve one half of the 
Government into Anarchy, and to Meld 
up the Conſtitution of all publiek Affairs 


to the Inſolence of every wild Entluiſiaſt, 
who with little Eaſe may Kre the Rablle 


into Tumults and 5 Tis but c 


pouring out ſome Soripture 3 and 


boldly declaiming againſt all earthly Pow- 


ers, and then with what Eagerneſs will 
-the Multitude flow into Cabals of Zeal. 
There is nothing equally. dangerous to 


the publick Tranquility as the Zeal of the 


Multitude, which Maxim in Policy is fully 


ratified by the Hiſtory) wo all Ages; ad 


Nations. S141 
But I can affirm with”: a r well Dee 


Aſſurance, that if by the generality of the 


People in Scotland, they mean the ruile 


illiterate Vulgus, not the fifth Man, through 


the whole Kingdom are againſt Patrona- 


meaneſt Sehfeld a lawlek And n | 


ges, and if by the People is meant thoſe 


who are Perſons of better Quality and Edu 
cation, (whoſe Senſe in my Judgment 
ought to go for the Senſe of the Nation) 
then I flare wy avert not the twentieth, 

Man. 
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Man. Yea, their Proceedings of late are 
a clear Demonſtration to the contrary. 

Firſt, Then it is evident the People in 
general are for Patronages, and that be- 


cauſe by this they are freed from any Im- 


poſitions from their Landlords, who have 
often obliged the Pariſhioners to vote for 


a Preacher contrary to their Inclination, 


and duch as refuſed to comply have been 


turned out of their Farms and Tenements, 


by this poor Men are overaw d and * 
beaten into a Compliance, and ſo popular 


Elections are of little or no Signiflcation ; 
for ſuppoſing à few have Reſolution e- 
nough to withſtand, yet it is notorious 
that the generality pay an abſolute Obe- 


dience to their Lords commands. 


2dly, That Perſons of Birth and Quality 


are entirely for Patronages appears from 


this, becauſe moſt of them have the Pre- 


ſentations lodged in their Hands, and ſure- 
ly Proprietors don't love their Donations 


ſhould be ſnatch'd from them, and given 
in to the Power of the SAFE Vulgus ; 
beſides is it reafonable that Gentlemen of 
polite Education ſhould have their Mini- 


ſters 50 by the Suffrages of the 1 
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Multitude, who favour in their Elections 


uch Clergymen as can Whine, and Cant, 
and Cry, tho' perhaps han't- one good 


Qualification belides 5 nay, ſo i ignorant or 


rather ſo precipitant are ſome of them in 


their Addreſſes to God Almighty, that 
they are often guilty of Tautologies, groſs 
Abſurdlities, and ſometimes utter Blaſ- 


phemies; yet this among the People is 


call d Zeal, and they wont ſtick to tell 
you that ſuch a Miniſter is endued with 

the Spirit of God above Meaſure, The 
more learned Clergy who don't affect to 
Whine and Cry, are hated by the Multi- 
| tude, as Men who preach without Zeal, 
and pray without Fervency as Men quite 


Strangers to the Power of Godlineſs ; 
hors eas Men of Taſte and Learning would 


approve the latter and reject the former. 
But then, if popular Actions were allowed, 
the People have the Plurality of Voices, 
ſo that Gentlemen of Judgment and Edu- 


cation, would be entirely out of the Que- 


ſton, as making but an inconſiderable 
amber, in a Pariſh, when compared with 
the Multitude, Sad” from this you may 


Plainly perceive what the Clergy aim at, 
| - which 
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. Words as theſe, 'the People are frightned 


: . 
— 


Which is 8883 leſs. than an abſolute and 
-uncontroulable Power in Eccleſiaſtick Af- 
fairs, ſo as to make the pretended Pref- 


byter : a real Pope, for granting the Peo- 


ple the Power of electing their Parſon, and 


ſuppofing the Landlords, leave their Te- 
nants to a free Choice, without meddling 
in the Affair, how eaſy will it be for the 
Clergy then to gain their Ends, and have 
all that their Hearts could wiſh, for the 
People muſt obey their Miniſter, they are 
the Meſſengers of God, and if they reje& 


them and their Council, they reject him 
that ſent them, by ſuch high ſwelling 


into a Compliance. When a Kirk be- 


comes vacant in Scotland the Patron is to 


preſent a qualified Perſon to the Pr esbytery 
within ſix Months after the Vacancy, or: 
elſe the Patron's Right is void and null 
in Law. In the RE the Presbytery 
In whoſe Bounds that Suren lies, is to 
ſupply it in Preaching until a Miniſter is 
fettled. But theſe Miniſters appointed to 


preach into vacant Churches inſtead of 
perſwading the People to. Harmony and 


A \greement in the Choice of a Paſtor, . 
. * 2 " =M take 


10 


take all C Opportunities of dividin g the 
Congregation into Parties and Factions, 
by telling their Auditors, that Patronages 


are and have ſtill been a great Grieyance 
to this Church, and that it is their Duty 
to oppoſe the ſame as they will be anſwer- 
able to King Jeſus, and that the many Ca- 
lamities the Nation has groaned under 

theſe many Years by paſt is entirely owing 


o Peoples luke warmneſs, and woful indif- 
ferency in the Intereſt of Chriſt's King- 
dom, and their not contending for the 
Faith once deliver'd unto the Saints. 


There 1s nothing more ordinary in their 


| Sermons than ſuch Sort of Cant, I could 
give a great many good Notes of their 
Prayers as well as Sermons, and condeſcend 


upon the particular Perſons, but for De- 
cency as well as Brevity Sake I forbear? 
Now can there ever be Peace or deſirable 


Concord, will ever Animoſities and Con- 


tentions be wa nting in any Church, while 
the Clergy make it their Buſineſs to create 
and cheriſh theſe Diviſions. 1 doubt not 
the Goſpel (with God's Bleſſing) would 


have had more deſirable Succeſs in that 


Kingdom, if ſuch diabolical Practices were 
not uſed Toy the Clergy. I 
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. IS it not a pernicious Th 


Is it not a pes Thing needleſly to 
break the Unity and diſturb the Peace of 
4 a Nation, I think the ſaying of Ireneus 
in lib. 4. Advers. Heres. is very applica- 
ble to the Scotts/b Clergy, ſaith he ſuam uti- 
litatem potinis conſiderantes quam unitatem 
Eecle ſie, as ahh Modicas et quaſlibet cauſas, 
mag mum et glorifum corpus Chriſti conſeindunt, 
et quantum in ipſis eſt mterficuunt. Men that 
begin to ſet on Foot ſuch Ways may think 
to maintain them with a little Credit, but 
* if ſuch vile Practices were ever counte- 
5 nanc'd than others would follow in that 
= Breach which has once been made on 
1 "4 publick Order, ſo that it would be impoſ- 
r 3 Afible to keep the Society of Chriſtians un- 
© | der any Method, if this were allowed or 
tolerated in any Land. But his Majeſty 
and Parliament have a tenderer Regard 
for the Good and Welfare of Scotland, than 
2 ta give any Countenance or Encourage- 
| ment to thoſe who aim atnothing leſs than 
e the Overthrow of all the pablick Order 
tt and Conſtitution of that Church, and as 
1 they go on at preſent its mixt to an im- 
| paſſibility it can ſubſiſt long. 
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Tho the Preibyterians never could en- 
dure to have their Vices touched, or their 


Faults told, but always (hrigked at the 


Operation as if they were under the Hands 
of a Surgeon, yet that ſhall not hinder me 
from lancing and probing becauſe of the 
LCries and Groans of the Patient. And firſt, 


I ſhall briefly give an Account of the 


Proceedings of the Presbyterians in former 
Reigns, and what enormous Wickednefs 


they have perpetrated, and all under a 
pretence of Religion, and a more 1 8 80 
Godly Reformation, and next I ſhall g 

ſome Inſtances of their Arrogance of Hite 


under the Government of the beft of 


Princes. 
I take my Riſe from the Reign of King 


Charles the F rſt, and tho' J have in ano- 


ther Place ſpoke ſomething concerning 
that Great and Godly Prince, yet J hope 
it will not be unpleaſant to all true 8 
liſts, if I give a fuller Account of their Pro- 


ceedings againſt him, who was villanouf- 
ly murdered, his Children baniſht, to pre- 


ſerve their Lives; a flouriſhing Kingdom 


_ embroiled in 72 ars, and Defolations, his 
Frignds ge. to Death * their Zeal, 


6 


(3) 
and Fidelity to his Service, and was not 
all this carried on with mighty Brags * 


Piety and Godly Reformation. Preten- 


© ces of Treaſon and Tyranny were neceſſar * 
© 10 cut off the Head of the Royal Martyr 
© yet it was purely Zeal and Godly Poul 


| : on that brought him to the Block. 


King Charles had been early acquainted, 
and Ws very well by Experience that 


the Presbyterians were People of reſtleſs 


Diſpoſitions and ungovernable Spirits, no 


Favours can appeaſe them, and the more 
Mercy is ſhown them, the more inſolent 
they grow, no Courteſy can oblige them, 
1f they obtain what they demand they im- 
medi ately become preſumptuous it embol- 


dens their Inſolence, and e them to 


raiſe Rebellions. 


King James the Firſt. gave a Charge to 


his Son, in his Doron, P. 42. Never to 
truſt the Presbyterians, ſays he, Take beed 


(my Son) of thoſe Puritans 15 aim at a 
Parity, who are the ver) Peſts in Church 


and Ve whom no Deſerts can oblige, no 


O 


Oaths or Promiſes bind, they breath nothing 
but Calumny and Sean aſpiring 1 
Meaſare, alla g without Keaſon, and ma- 


kin s 
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king their oi Pnaginations e W 
rant of the Word of Gud) the 


Before God 


never find with any Hig bland or Border. 


Thieves greater Ingratitude, more Lies, or 


viler Perquries, than with "thoſe Phanatick 
Spirits. By that Prince's Obſervation he 


Knew well what they were, for in his Baſ. 
Doron, p. 4. which he wrote before he 
was King of England. They uſe, (ſays he) 
to calumnate me m their popular Sermons, not 

for any evil Vice in me, but becauſe I am a 


King. And again, ſays he, They inform 


" the People that Kings are 3 Enemies to 
the Liberty of the Kirk, and can never patrent- 


ly bear the Toke of Chrift. . If a Man repre- 


"ih the Presbyterians in their true Colours, 


and expoſe their villanous Actions, charge 


them with the Murder of their King, 
breach of Oaths, broachers of Seditious 


Doctrine, leaders of the People into rebel- 


lious Principles. They can eaſily anſwer 


that Charge, Theſe ſay they are Infirmi- 


ties of zealous Men, there are Spots in the | 
belt of God's * they wont ſtick to 
8 pretend 


quare of their 
Coynſciences, J proteſt (ſays he 
(and ſince I am here as upon my leftament 
zts no Place for me to lie in) that you ſhall 


3. 
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7 of the Kingdöm, whether theſe were not 


m 
Law of Nature, Nations, and common 


(4) 
pretend i to the Inſtigation of the Spirit öf 


God to authorize their Villanies. O horrid 
Blaſphemy ! Now theſe were the Perſons 


who had with Hands lifted up to the moſt 
High God ſworn in the third Article of the 


ſolemn League and Covenant to defend 


and preſerve the King' s Majeſty's Perſon 
and Government, in the Preſervation and 
Defence of the true Religion and Liberties 


perfidious Hypocrites, let the World Judge, | 
when inſtead of defending his Majeſty's 


Perſon and Authority, delivered him up 


(whom they were bound by Oaths, the 


Humanity to have protected) into the 


Hands of his eruel and blood thirſty Ene- 
mies, for 4 Sum of Money to the eternal 
Infamy of ſuch, as Judas like fo baſely ſold 
their King, tho there were à ſeven Thou- 


ſand who ever bowed the Knee to Baal. 
It doth much concerfi all Princes to have 


a jealous Eye, over the fickle Diſpoſitions 
of the People, (eſpecially if poiſoned with 
the Principles of Religion) who are apt 
to grow weary of all Government, if at 


| = an it be r by their Miniſters with 
| | C 


any 


0 L « 
any Irregularities or . which pro- 
bably cannot be avoided under the beſt of 
Governors, we don't want at preſent ; Achi- 
tophels Inrking in the Nation, who h 
for the Day when they ſhall cry once more 
_ againſt Church and State (as the Edomites 
did againſt Jeruſalem) raze raze it even 
to the Foundation. 

A late Inſtance we have 7 ſome = on 
Spawns of Regicides who met upon the 
3oth of Januar) laſt, and. in their wicked 
Merriment acted over that tragical Scene 
that has made us infamous 1 in the remoteſt 
Corners of the Univerſe. - _ 

The moſt. Savage Nations (ſays one) 
ſeldom carried their Reſentments beyond 

the Grave; and thought it a Piece of bar- 
barous eee to inſult upon the Athes 
that could not ſpeak for — — muſt 
2 Ptince who faflored. ſo much when living 
be ſo barbarouſſy perſecuted after his Death 
by ſuch Monſters of Wickedneſs, its to be 
hoped the Government will bring ſuch to 
condign Puniſhment ;. But to proceed, $ 

- Aſter the Murder of that great and good 3 

| :Prigce, the loyal Stream ran under Ground 5 
chin fone. few. n yet it toon. Came up, 
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and/Mled its thannel with à fi 4 
even Courſe, and tho' many generous At⸗ 
te empts had been made to recover the 


Crown, all were in vain, God reſerved , 


the Management to himſelf, and when all 


human Policy fail'd, he made his Arm 
bare, and brought about che Reſtaurationn 
of King Charles II. who came adorned 
1 with all thofe noble Qualities and ſover- 


eign Virtues, which theſe diſtracted Na- 
tions ſo much wanted. _ 
He remained in Baniſhment till the ex- 
treme Miſery of the Nation, made him 


the Choice of his very Enemies, and the 


deſperate Diſeaſe of the State was deliver 9 


up to to his Care. © 
gave the Nations a "King, ani it 


n — been thought they ſhould have 


been thankful for ſo great a Deliverance, 


from the Oppreſſion and Tyranny of an 
y Ufurper. No, the Presbyterians in Scot- 


land had not forgot the Principles of 48, 


for under a — defending the good 
old Cauſe (which ſticks as cloſe to them 
as Original Sin) took up Arms againſt 


him, excommunicated him in their Field 


ce threw all the Obloquy upon bim 
"0 2A .- ma 
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and his Government Malice « could i invent, 
and (when they had Opportunity) mur- 
der d thoſe who any ways ſupported his 
Government, eſpecially Biſhops, Miniſters, 
and)oldiers pretending i it was done in a juſt 
War, and that theyhad command fromKing 
Jeſus to do it. The Preachers at that Time 
in Scotland inſtead of inſtructing the People 
in the Duty of Obedience, preached Satyrs 
agaiuſt their Governors, and by all Art and 
Induſtry perſuaded them to ſhake of theſe 
| Yokes of Bandage, and vindicate them- 
| ſelves into the glorious Liberty of the Sons 
and Daughters af God. , 
Their Texts were uſually ſuch as theſe, : 
Curſe ye Merox, ſays theſe Angels of Light, 
| Curſe ye bitterly the Inhabitants thereof, be- 
cauſe they came not to help the Lord agaauſt 
the Mighty, Judg. 5. 23. Curſed be — that 
doth the Work of the Lord deceitfully, and 
curſed be he that witholds his Sword from .! 
Blood, Jer. 48. 10. The Kings of the Gen- 
tiles exetciſe Lordſhip over them, but it ſhall 
not be ſa uuth you. Math. 28. 10. Come out 


9. Babylon my People, that, ye partake not 4 
her Sins, and that qe receive not of ber {| 


Playa, Rev. 18. 4 Theſe were the 
i Texts, 


: '4 
1 


a 
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Texts, and its eafy to conjeclure what Ap- : 
_ plications were made to the People. For 


from theſe the People were inſtructed in 


their great Priviledges and Power, that | 
there was Idolatry in the eſtablith' dChurch, 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion in the State, and 


if Magiſtrates ſaith one quas vulgus elegerit, 
act not according to the Laws they for- 


feit their Authority; that it is not againſt 
Scripture, or the Practice of the Primitive 


Chriſtians to reſiſt the higher Powers, when 


they perſecute them for Religion, or when 


the Prince commands them againſt the 


Laws of the Country. Tho' the Devil 


himſelf when he appeared in the Mantle of 


Samuel could never have taught more per- 


nicious Doctrines than theſe. Yet thePresby- 
terians will tell you theſe were Godly Soul- 
ſaving Teachers. It were eaſy to (how how 


1mpertinent this is, I ſhall only referr the 


Presbyterians to Grotius upon this Matter 


in his lib. 3. Ch. 10. De Jure bell: ſays he 


all the Plunder and Rapine, all the Cries 
and Tears of Widows, and Orphans, and 


the louder Cries: of innocent Blood, will 
God require at their Hands, who have 
been the Dane and Acors in unlawful 
Wars. | Ts The 


HK 


Kingdom, is not to be ſo much imp 


Liberties were invaded by 


their Children. 
that Rebellion were puniſſie 


in Rebellion. | | J V 
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two Sects one (but by far the fa 
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The Blood ſpilt at Pemlaud- bills, Bub 
wel-bridoe, e, and in other Places of: that 
ted to 
the barbarous Executioners as to the bloody 


enthuſiaſtick Preachers, who perſuaded 


the People that their Religion, Laws and 
the King, 
whoſe innumerable Condeſcenſions and 
Meſſages for Peace could not reſtrain them 
from — their Hands in Blood, and 
entailing the Guilt thereof on chend and 
The p principal Actors in 
d with Deat h, 
ſuch as King, Aid Mitchel, Guthrie, &c. 
and as they had weed o all of Aar died 


King Charles, through 15570 it; A, 
wr en got the —— fares well 


rid * theſe Phanaticks, and leſt it in a 
more peaceful Condition, than it had been 


of a * time before, it was united to a 
very deſirable Degree. The Presbyterians 
a good time before were divided into 
ſmaller) was 
againſt all Indulgences given by the King, 
hs other had taken the SO ach he 


This 


1 ann * Times granted. 
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3 bis Party had for the moſt part re- 
turned to the Churches Unity, their Prea- 
chers were generally become Hearers of 
the regular Clergy, and many participa- 
ted with them in the ſame Sacraments. 
There were no ſeparate Meetings kept 
(but. very rarely) and only by that other 
Party commonly known by the Name of 
Cameronians, from one Cameron a Field 
Preacher, wonderfully. admired by the 
giddy People, who at laſt was kill'd at 
Arrdmaſs 1 in open Rebellion, and ſo com- 
mence.d Martyr in 1680. 

When King James came to the Throne 
Monnenth i in England, and Arg ye in Scots 
land, raiſed a formidable Rebellion. Ar- 
Ole ' gave out his Manifeſto's, and made 
many ſpecious Pretences, but the Presby⸗ 
terians found his Attempt deſperate, and 
they had lately ſmarted For Enterpriſes of 
* as Nature, and; therefore. they thought 
ti ito wait a better Opportunity: 
When that Rebellion was quaſht, the 

- Buſineſs of the penal Statutes began to be 
handled. . King, James turned ſerious, to 
Shape ſome Eaſe e e to alete of 15. 
ont. Pexſwalion, | 2 
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The Patient met, l the embers 
26k the Teſt, fo the Courts deſign pre- 
vailed not, the Penal Statutes were kept 
on foot, and the Biſhops were very active 


in that Matter, tho' the Puritans gave then 


out, (as do the Presbyterians now) that 
the Epiſcopal Clergy inclined to Popery, 
no wonder to hear them talk after ſuch a 
Manner, for even the Church of England 
is Popery with them. But to proceed, 
This Diſappointment irritated his Ma- 
| jelty, the next Step was the ſuſpending 
and diſabling all the Laws againſt Diſſen- 
ters, and granting a Toleration to Perſons 
of all Perſwaſions. This was done by 
publick Proclamations, the one dated Fe- 
bruary 12, 1686 72 and the other dated 
June 28. 1687. Tis true the Presbyteri- c 
ans pretended the Terms in the firſt were 
too grievous; but when conſiderable Mi- 
tigations were made in the Second, they 
could be no longer diſobedient to Divine 
Providence. The Schiſm being once be- 
gun, it came to a great height within a 
few Weeks, Meeting Houſes were erected 
in many Places, eſpecially in the Weſtern 
Shires (the great Neſts of n 
and 
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and the Churches were drain'd, Altar was 


ſet up againſt Altar, and the pretended 


Presbyter againſt the Biſhop. 


Such was the broken State of the Church 


of Scotland till 1 688, when the Revolution 
began to caſt up, and his Highneſs the 


Prince of Orange was ſaid to be coming, 


to deliver the Kingdoms from Popery and 
Slavery. This was an extraordinary En- 
terpriſe, therefore it was expedient his 


Highneſs ſhould forecaſt, for as kindly a 


Reception as poſſible, to this End he gave , 
out his Declarations for both Kingdoms, 


and that for Scotland was found to be pure- 
ly Presbyterian. By theſe Steps the Epiſ⸗- 


copal Clergy, began to ſee farther into the 
Politicks of the Presbyterians, and upon 
| what Deſigns they had carried on _ 


Schiſm ſo 3 the Year before, 
never dreaded. ſach horrid Ras 


would be their Lot, as were put in Execu- 


tion afterwards. _ 
I will not make it my 8 to give a full 


Account of all the Sufferings of the Epiſco- 


pal Clergy in Scotland at that time, being 
very unwilling to give the World ſuch a 


diſguſt at 7 native Country, as the Bar- 


barities 
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duce in the Hearts of thoſe, who have any 


ſhort, then upon Chriſtmas different Parties 


more Me two Hundred of them, from 


tection. 


claration was ordered for the Preſervation 


(24.0% 
barities they met with (from the Presby- © 
terians) when fully laid open, would pro- 


Senſe of Chriſtianity or Humanity. In 


of theſe phanatick Perſecutors, ſtarted out 
of different Places, fell upon the Epiſcopal 
Miniſters, thruſt out in a very (Fort time 


their Churches and Manſes, and peremp- 
torily threatned them never to return again 
under the higheſt Penalties. 

The Epiſcopal Miniſters being thus bar- 
barouſly uſed (eſpecially in the Weſtern 
Shires) ſent Dr. Scot, Dean of Glaſgow, | 
with a humble Petition to be preſented to 
his Highneſs the Prince of Orange for Pro- 


Then hisHig heck was Senta dend of as 
Weſtern ribs Immediately a De- 


of the Peace, dated Feb. 6. 1688-9, but 
what Serre it had may be learnt, from 
the Tumult which happened at Glaſerw. 
For upon the 17th of February all the 


Meeting Houſes emptied, upon Notice gi- 
ven that Sermon was in the Cathedral, and 


torth- 


forthwith all went to Arms,diſcharged ſeve- 
ral Guns throug h the Windows of the 
Church, many were wounded, and moſt 


rudely treated ! Who was at 1175 Bottom 


of all, none but the Presbyteri an Clergy, 


the Mobile was only the baſe Inſtruments. 
After the Death of King William, The 
1 Great Princeſs Auna aſcended the Thioae 
of her Royal Anceſtors. Then the Pres- 


byterians whoſe Principles were diametri- 


_ cally oppoſite to that of her Majeſty s, and 
conſcious alſo of the Indignities offered to 
her whilſt ſhe was Princef, : dreaded her 

3 Reſentment, they could never imagine 
that a Princeſs againſt whoſe Family they 


had ever ſet themſelves, and wha knew 


their Malignity to the whos Race of the 
Stuarts, could poſlibly forgive them, and 


extend ſo much Grace to them as they af- 
terwards experienc'd, but on the contrary 
expected little leſs than a total Extirpation 


of them Root and Branch. That wiſe 
Queen through her whole Reign had a ve- 
ry watchful Eye on the Presbyterians, no 


wonder conſidering the inhumane Treat- 
ment her Grandfather King Charles the 


Firſt had met with at thee Hands, and _ 
DS Q - 4 | hows | 
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how they had. uſed her Father King Jones, 


But to proceed, 
Popular Eleclions having created great 


Majeſty Was graciouſly pleaſed in the 12th 
Year of her Reign to eſtabliſh Patronages, 
as being the only proper expedient for 
putting a Stop to all unneceſſary Debates 
in the Settlement of Churches, and ſecuring 
the Peace of the Nation. But as 1 former- 
ly hinted, _ / 
The 1 Commiſſioners from the 
Kirk to the preſent Parliament affirm, that 
Patronages are a great Grievance to them. 
Vea, a Yoke heavier than they: « or their 
Fathers ever could bear Strange. I would | 
ask a ſerious Queſtion at theſe Reverend 1 
Commiſſioners, Is it the Laity or Clergy 
that think Patronages ſo great aGrievance. 
No doubt but their Anſwer will be both of 
us thinks ſo. 
Hao came the Pest to py offended at 
Patronages, who buzzed theſe Scruples and 
Jjealouſies into their Heads, ſurely they have 
no other Inducement to diſlike Patronages, 
but meerly the Example of their Godly 
Paſtors. Its well known that their — | 
tices. 


Heats, and Animoſities in Scotland, her | 
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tices are. the only F oundation of the Peo- i 
ple 8 Opinion, 200 if they blow the Trum- 5 

pet to Reformation (ie.) to have every | 
Thing altered they diſlike ; how eaſy is 


it for them to fire the Rabble into Tumults 
and Outrages, how eagerly will they flow 
into their Party in Spight of all the Power 


of their Governors, their Godlineſs makes 
them bold and furious, and however they 
ſucceed; yea, though they die in defend- 
ing the good dd Cauſe, they are inſtructed 
by their godly Teachers, that they are ſure 
of the Rewards of Saints and Martyrs, 


for what ſo glorious as to loſe. their Lives 


1 the Cauſe of God. But, 
As to the Clergy they have not the lea 
Shadow of Reaſon to complain of Patrona- 
ges, ſince the ſame Power that the Patron 
has now the People will have in their Ele- 
ions, which ſome would argue is no Addi- |} 
tion to the Clergy” s Power, but the Differ- 


ence appears in this. The Patrons for the 


moſt part are Men of Senſe and Learning, 


and are not to be frightned into a Compli- 
ance with their unreaſonable Demands, 
but putting the Power of Election in $5 6 
People, and repealing the Act eſtabliſhing 


Patronages. TO 1 The 
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The Miniſters, become as as abſolute 
in Pariſhes as Popes, the People implicitly 


| believin 8 what ever theſe Orthodox Di- - 


vines deliver, tho' never ſo contrary to 
Tight Reaſon-or common Senſe. From this 


it Nan appears that the Deſign of the 


Clergy in Scotland, is to make themſelves 


independent of all Government, and to 


obtain a lawleſs'and unlimited Power, they 
only uſe the Pc ople s Name as a Pretence, 


but their Intention at the Bottom 1 is, that a 


Papal Juriſdiction and Eecleſiaſtic Supre- 
macy may be lodged in their Aſſemblies. 
But I proceed directly to give an Account 


of their Proceedings in the Settlement of 
Churches of late, and I begin with that of 
| Arnrofs in the Presbytery .of Dunferm: 


ling. 


That lurch became vacant by the 


Death of Mr. Mackezll in 1726, and the 


Honourable Sir bn Bruce of Kinroſs being 
Patron, took all imaginable Pains to the 
comfortable Settlement of that Church, 
but notwithſtanding Sir John preſented 2 
qualified and axe" Man to the 
Presbytery of Dumſermling, in order to be 
LL ee of Eg within fix 
Months, 


im Þ 
| Months, after the Vacancy. Yet that wor- 
thyPresbytery kept Kinroſs without a Mini- 


ſter for more than ſix Vears, at laſt the 
Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, ap- 


pointed Mr. Robert Starke to be ordained 
Miniſter of Kinroſs. It would be thought 


allQuarrels and Animoſitieswere then at an 


End. No far from it, For the Presbytery 
of Dumſermling perſiſted ſtill as they had 


begun, and boldly declaimed againſt the 
Commiſſion of the Aſſembly, peremptorily 
refuſed to obey the Commiſſion's Decree, 


or inroll Mr. Stark in their Presbytery Book, 


after he had been ſettled by the Commiſ-. 


ſioner” s Order. 


Nothing was heard from the Palpits 3 un. - 
Fi :fe but ſeditious Doctrines, invidious R- 
flections, and groſs Miſrepreſentations of - 
his Majeſty” s Government to the People, 


ſo that one half of a Fanuly was divided 


_ againſt the other, The Father againſt tbe 


Sn, and the Sm ag . the Father. 


Theſe are the Miniſters of Fife, and 


Kinroſs, who are commonly known by the 
Name of Marrow Men, by their ſteddy Ad- 


he rence, to a valuable Piece called the Mar- N 
row of Modern N compiled by ane; . | 


* 
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Behaviour, Morals, and Intellectuals? 
do they congratulate each other, that they 


WW cendiaries 3 in the Nation for a long time, 


: 40.7 
Fiſher, in ſhort a Rapſody of Nonſenſe, : 
and the Abettors of it are meer Antinomia- 

niſts, but let theſe worthy Paſtors have 
Patronages in their Mouths, they will let 


the Devil looſe in their Hearts, and believes : 


the very Name of the Marrow gives a 


Sanction to their Villanies, they are Men 
ſo wedded to their own peculiar and non- 


ſenſical Whimſies, that they are become 
Antipods to Mankind in their Language, 


How 


are not as this or that Formaliſt ! ? How do 


they cenſure ſome of their Neighbours as 


poor carnal and unconverted Wretches, and 
the Language of their Deportment to 
them, is that of their Predeceſſors in the 


| Prophet Taiah : Stand by thy ſelf, come 


not near to me for I am ole than * 
The General Aſſembly of the Kirk met 
at Edinburgh in May 1720, rebuked 


twelve of theſe Marrow Brethren at their 


Bar (moſt of them were Fife Gentlemen) 
for holding very dangerous Errors, and 
diſturbing the quiet of the Marton.” So 
that theſe Brethren have been wicked In- 


their 


- 


their damnable Notions have ſpread like a Gan? 
grene, now its high time (at leaſt for Shame, if 
they will not for conſtience) to ceaſe to diſturb 1 
their Country with Clamour, and Exceptions fo {! 
miſerably impertinent, and therefore leaving them |} 
- and their Impertinences together, for I deſpair f 
ever ſeeing ſo dear Acquaintances parted. I ſhall =#R 
in the next Place give a brief Account of the Set- 
tlement of the Weſt Kirk of Fdinhireh, -  # 
Ihe King being Patron, preſented the Reverend 4 
„ Mr. Patrick obo np; to be one of the Miniſters 1 
of the Weſt Kirk, but the loyal Presbytery of Ediu- l 
burgh, ſhow'd as little Regard for his Maieſty's Pre- F 
ſentation, as their Brethren of Dumfermling did for | 
Sir John Bruce's, it was with ſome Difficulty, that 
the Reverend Presbytery would condeſcend to read 
the Preſentation, ſo great a Veneration have theſe 
Presbyter Popes for Majeſty's, but we muſt confider 
that the Kirk has an independant Juriſdiction over 
all Perſons in all Eccleſiaſtical Matters, and the 
King himſelf is ſabje& to the Spiritual Power, and 
is as obnoxious to the Cenſure of the Kirk as any 4 
of his Subjects, and the Sentence of Excommunica- . # 
tion, and I wonder they proceeded not to that De- 8 
gree, no doubt if his Majeſty tread long in that F 
. Path, he may have the greater and leſſer too pro- ff 
nounced againſt him as his Predeceſſor K. Charles IT: 
had, as I hinted formerly. It was obſervable at I 
that Time, that Mrs. Mackvicar, Macklaren, ad 
ſome others of their Fraternity, thun ered out thlieif 
Anathems from the Pulpits againſt all thoſe, who 
any wiſe favoured the preſent illegal Encroach- 
ments as they called them, and did not exert their 
Power, in defending their 3 and Priv My | 


e -_ 
ſo openly. invaded, at laſt the People fell upon the 
Miniſter appointed, to ſerve Mr. etberſpoon s Edict, 
ſo that he bad much ado, 10 eſcaye with his Life, 

there was no, qualking, of the Tumule uncl the 
Guards were called, and Ma Kuicar's on Servant 
was found to be one of the Number, however 
Mr. Wetherſpoon Was. ſettled, Miniſter, of the Weſt. 
Kirk of Edinburgh, but within a few Weeks after 
his Admiſſion died, greatly lamented by all thoſe. 
of Senſe and Learning as were acquainted with him, 
the bad Treatment he met with, no doubt ſhortned: 
V TOR LO TT 
___Thethird Inſtance ] ſhall. mention is the Caſe of 
Towie in the Presbytery of Alford, of which the 
Reverend Mr. G is Biſhop, Mr. Leask, had. 
both his Majeſty's Preſentation, tke Voices of all 
the People of the ſaid Pariſh, and the Approbation. 
of the Synod. of. Aberdeen. Yet the Reverend 
Mr. G--d---z, one of the preſent, Commillioners. 
llighted the King's delete en would give no Ear. 
to the People's Election (for which be comes now; 
to petition) nor was the Determination of the Sy- 
nod of Aberdeen of any Weight to make him com- 


ply with their Requeſt. 
| f Aberdeen baving, appointed the 
Rev, Mr. Leasþ to be Miniſter of Towie, Mr. O. dn 
bighly provoked at the Synod's procedure, in thruſt - 
ing a Miniſter into his Dioceſe againſt his Will, 
 Proteſied againſt their Sentence, and appealed to 
the General Aſſembly. In the Interim, betwixt the 
Riſing of the Synod, and the Meeting of the Aſſem. 
bly, Mr. & d- fode through molt of the, Weſt 
Country and Fife Shire, exhorting his Brethren not 
e deſert him at ſuch a timmſe e. 


The Synod of 
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| Acrordingly whe Genen dae having me: 


and the Affair of Tvwie befng laid before them, and 


having heard wt Parties concerned, reverſed the 


Syned of Aberderns Scnitence, and appointed 
Mr. Moor Miniſter, without appointing a New 
Election, ſo abfolute and ſupreme, are theſe high 
Eeeleſiaſtick Convocations. — . 
And here I muſt beg leave to | 
Reverend Mr. G—=d—2# is in a great Meaſure the 


 Kindler and fomenter of moſt of theſe Diſturbances, | 
he is notoriouſly known for his Zeal to cheriſh Par- 


ties and Factions, 4nd his Diſappoin:iment in not 


being made Profeſſor of Divinity at Aberdeen, has 


made him the Head of a Faction who inceſſantly 


labour to diſturb the Peace of the Nation. | ſhall 


make one Reflection more concerning this Rever- 


end Commiſſioner ; that is, that this Reverend 
Gentleman is more fit for a Clerk to a Synod, or 


| Presbytery, than a Profeſſor of Divinity, for I am 


of Opinion that he Has — 70 of his Time in 
„ in minding 


ſtudy ing the Acts of the Affe than in mindi 
to reſalve the ktiotty Points of Divinity, and I am 
ſure is a good deal readier to harangue an A- 


ſembly upon the Diſcipline of the Kirk, than to 


read over theological Lectures. But to return, 


lts become a very cuſtomary Thing with theſe. 
fiery Zealots to make very unmannerly Retetions 
upon the Wiſdom of the preſent Government, to 
poſſeſs the People upon every {light Occaſton, with 


1 eatoufi:s of Plots upon their Liberties and Privi- 


ledges, thereby to alienate the good Affections of 
the People, as to the preſent Settlement, a ghring__ 
 Inftance we had in the Cafe of Mr. Erifine at Stern- 
ling, at the Opening of a Synod in Perth in 1732, 


Ez __ pre 


to obſerve that the 
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_ preaching upon theſe Words, And the Goverument 
foall be upon the Shoulders, where he belfh'd out no- 
thing but Calumny againſt the Church and State. 
Vet the Reyerend Mr. M= E ſb, one of the worthy 


Commiſſioners trom the General Aſſembly. to the 
preſent Parliament, pleaded with Tears in his Eyes 
before the Synod of Perth and Stirling, who were 


peremp torily reſolved. (at leaſt the greateſt part of 


them}. to bring the bold Offender to Juſtice, that 
the Gadly Miniſter had advanced nothing. but 
what he thought, was agreeable to the Word of God 


and the Rules of the Church, and therefore de- 


ſerved no Cenſare, ſo obſtinately did he perſiſt in 
pleading the Godly Man's Cauſe, that be was fore d 
to withdraw before the Synod roſe, and ſwooned 


away in a Alchouſe, ſo zealous was he to propagate 
Schiſm, and to fupport an old Offender” from 
Juſtice, againit the known Laws of his Coun- 


T ſhall not trouble the Reader by giving a full 
Account of this Aﬀatr, only this much, Mr. Eratine, 


with three others, who adhered to what he ſaid, 


were depoſed (but are now reponed to the Mini- 
ſtry) and the Reverend Mr. A -h went pretty 


far Hand in Hand with theſe Godly Men, but 
fearing, that if he adhered to the End, he ſhould 


loſe a fat Benefice, the beſt in that Place of the 
Country, withdrew, and left the Brethren to fight 


It were hugely worth the while to let the World 


know particularly. what hand the Reverend Com- 


miſſioners have had in fomenting the Diviſions, 
which have happened of late in Scotland, and tho“ 


I don't defign to, ſcoff at their Faults, and upbraid | 


their 
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their Follies, yet the cordial Love I bear to my 
native Country and the Intereſt of the Goſpel, Þ 
forces me to an open and ingenuous Reprehenfion 
of them. For did they purſue the Intereſts and 
think it worth the while to ſacrifice the indiſpen- 


ſable Duties of the Goſpel, for every Whimſical 
Notion and indifferent Thing, they would be 
aſhamed of their brawling and contentious Humour, 
and would live quietly under the Government of 
ſo good a Prince who has maintained inviolably 
their Rights and Priviledges as by Law eſtabliſhed. 
I ſhall conclude this Subject in a few Words, and 
though I dare not be ſo bold to teach my Superiors 


how to behave in this Affair of Patronages, yet 


with the greateſt Submiſſion I beg leave to ſay, 
That if his Majeſty candeſcend ſo far ta theſe Mens 


peeviſhneſs as to reverſe the Act eſtabliſhing Patro- 
nages in Scotland, this would but feed and cheriſh 
the Clergy's Inſolence to make more unreaſonable 


Demands if poſſible, and give them Advantages for 
raiſing eternal popular Commotions and Diſturban- 
ces I need not mention how much Princes ever 
gain d by their Conceſſions to the Presbyterian 


_ Clergy in Scotland, its eaſy to embolden them; but 


its impoſſible to ſatisfie them. Therefore his Gra- 
cious Majeſty has no Reaſon to repeal his Laws 
| becauſe his Subjects won't be modeſt and ingenuous. 
And thus have I at length finiſned what I deſign d, 


I have freely and impartially repreſented the Mat- 
ter, and though | have ſaid little of the Nature of 
the Presbyterian Government, yet, I think I may 
- ſafely ſay that Presbytery is very inconſiſtent 
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5 Muanarchy, and that it ſtill ſpread and flou- 
in Times of Anarchy and Rebellion, 
+ I day's wonder that our Predecetiors pre- 
ferr d Order and Decency in che Houſe of God, 
to lige Pride and Infallibility of a Pope i in eyery 
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In gecl. 1. are theſe Words, The Poiver of Pltiine 
to nominate Paſtors to vacant Congregations ir not 

warranted by the Word of God, nor at all agreea- 
ble 40 the Prackice of the A poſtolick Times, and the 
Lene Ages of the Cereb, 


HE whole Myſtery of Frbung con- 
ſiſts in this, viz. That nothing ovght to 
be eſtabliſb'd in the Church of God, but 
what is authoriz d by ſome Precept or Example i in 
the Word of God. To which I anſwer,: The Preſ- 


ene along in purſuit of this-Principle. D 


directly | 
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directly counter 10 Practices: For in 1 which of ; 


the Goſpels is enjoined the Form of Publick Pe- 
nance in the Kirk of Scotland, and I am confident it 
would puzzle theſe learned Rabbies to find out the 
Stool of Repentance among the Furniture of the 


Temple? Where has our Saviour or his Apoſtles 
enjoined a Directory for Publick Worſhip, and 


what Divine Authority can they challenge for it, 
beſides an Ordinance of Lords and Commons. 
The Miſchiefs that follow from this Hypotheſis 


of theirs, are infinite, and if it be admitted to all 
Intents, there can never be an End of Diſturbances, 
in that there never was, nor ever can be in any 


Church in the World, as to all Circumſtances pre- 


ſcribed in the Word of God. For if Subjects have 
a Mind to ſet themſelves free from the Laws of 
their Sovereign, they can never want this pretence 


to warrant their Diſobedience, ſeeing there is no 
Nation in the World, but hath many Laws which 
are not recorded in tlie four Evangeliſts. 

But the Reverend Brethren go on, and boldly 
affirm i in p. 9. That as Patronages hath no Coun- 


* tenance from the Scriptures, or the Practice of the 


* Primitive Church, ſo it remained altogether un- 
1 known. i in the Church till latter Ages. 


* Cyprian, Athanaſius, the Apoſtolical Conſtitu- 
* tions, with many ancient Councils, and Fathers 


declare in the plaineſt Terms for the Power of the 
Church to chooſe their own Paſtors Now let 
us ſee what Proof they bring to ſupport this 
bold Aſſertion; none at all, we muſt Took for 
that in their next Edition. r 
T will be as bold as they, and when they make 


ee a Aſſertion, I undertake to prove to a 


Demon 


once 
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Demonſtration hat follows, viz. That 
as Fresbytery hath no Countenance from 
the Scriptures or Practice of the Primitive 
Church, ſoit remained altogether unknown 


in the Church till latter Ages, and came 
gradually into the Church with other Cor- 


ruptions, and I affure the See 
that when they make good their Aſſertion 
that I ſhall prove to a Demonſtration what 
1 have laid down. The Presbyterians i in 

their Plea, paint Patrons of what Deno- 


© mination or Quality ſoever in the blackeſt 


Colours, as Men who have no real Con- 


cern for the good of Pariſhes, and who 


c have no N End than to promote their 
Own ſecular Intereſt, or to Provide Bread 
for a Friend. 


Its Impudence and ill 8 in them 


to inyade the Reputations of the greateſt 
Worthies of the Nation, for I am fully 
convino d, none of them ever practiſed 
ſuch baſe” Means, but the moſt pertinent 
Reply to ſuch beggarly Malice is Neglect 
2 and Diſdain. 8 
IT be Preabjterians through Aber whils 
ö plea brag mueh of the Zeal and Affection 
. oy 8 to che Proteſtant Succeſ- 


* . tion, 
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fion, and Ahr ks ſtedfaſt Friends 
and loyal Subjects to King George II. Now 
of all the People in the World they have 
the leaſt Reaſon for thus talking of Logaky: 
For as their Principles are diametrically 
oppoſite to it, ſo their Practices have been 


 . [Inall Reigns, when they could have a fit 


Opportunity. And I earneſtly exhort them 
to repent of the Diſloyalty and Rebellion 
of their Forefathers, (whoſe Sins God will 
viſit upon their Children to the third and 
fourth Generation) and then his Majeſty 
may believe them, if there be apy Belief 
in them. 
Another Reaſon a in chain Plea 
41 for aboliſhing Patronages is, That they 
are the ready way for promotants Jacobi- 
tiſm and Popery. 
As for their Noiſe againſt Popery, Po- 
pery a terrible Word, and often uſed as a 
Bugbear to affright filly People out of their 
Wits, methinks his Majeſty is bound to con 


8 Thanks to the Presbyterian Clergy, if any 


| Diſturbances come from that Corner, what 
needs all this Noiſe about Popery, ſure am 
I none of the Papiſts have ever meddled 
5 N or e in the Settlement of 
1 . Churches, 


(4) 

Ulklhis; nor 1 dare ſay ever will, and x 
appeal to all the World if it be reaſonable | 
to load the Papiſts with ſo many Calum- | 
nies and Reproaches, and if this be the 

5 beſt way to gain them over to our Religi- 
on, but the Presbyterian Clergy are confi- 
dent the Papiſts will not come over to 
them, ſo they care not what they ſay of 
them. For if they ſhould renounce Popery 
and embrace the Doctrines of the Church 
of England, that's nothing to the Presby- . 
terians, they were almoſt as well as they 
were, and to uſe their own Words 1 its but 
a Criple for a Blind. _ 

In p. 15. another Argument brought 
.to perſuade his Majeſty to aboliſh Patro- 
nages, is, That Patronages are a moſt 
afeging Grievance to Men of tender 
Conſciences, who deſire to be placed un- 
der the Inſpection of proper Spiritual Guides. 
There is a vaſt Difference betwixt Liberty 
of Conſcience, and Authority of Conſcience, 
as has been often ſhown to. the Presbyter1- 
ans. Liberty of Conſcience conſiſts in the 
Freedom of a Man's own Judgment, which 
. NO! Magiſtrate can deprive him of, and 

Autharicy of Conſcienge conſiſts in tha 
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42 * 
Power over Men's ala Actions; and 
this, as far as it concerns all publick Affairs 
every Man does, and of Neceſſity muſt paſs 
it away to the Rolers of that Society he 
tives in. For unleſs all Men grant it away 
to their Governors they live under no Go- 
vernment, but in a State of Anarchy. 
The Laws of God ſays, we miſt obey 
our Superiors, for  Conſerence jake, and our 
Superiors command nothing contrary to 
thoſe Laws, but how apparent is it; that 
If theſe nice ſquediniſh Confciences ſucceed 
in their 3 the Cloak is immedi- 
ately thrown of, and they appear in their 
true Colours; I ned not mention what a 
Scandal to Religion it is; that Tenderneſs 
of Conſcience fflould * mide the only 
Principle of Diſobedience : I have ſpoke 
of that elſewhere, and likewiſe have made 
it appear that the Clergy have raiſed theſe 
Jealouſies in Men's Conſciences, but I can't 
{tay to inſiſt fally on all theſe Things, 25 : 
haps ' I may do it afterwards. 

Now in page 16. its worth the while to 
I Hear the Presbyterian Clergy talk, I ſhall 
YG cite heir own Words, „He who gives 
1 the: *Groundz ane Þuilds or endows a 


7 Church, : 


5 chis i in Scotld! 
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” Church; hath a Right to preſent to that 
© Benefice, but ſay they, the Partſh Chur. 

are not built by Patrons, 
nor endowed. out of any private Eſtate, 


| nor even from the Rents of the Crown, ule 


the Premiſſes being this laid down 1 fhall- 
draw a very juſt Concluſion: Whith is that 
neither his Majeſty, the Patron, or any Heri- 
tor whatſomevet hath Power of preſenting 
Minifters to àa Benefice. But Minifters who 
by the Laws bf Scotland have the Tythes of 
the Pariſhes, which are declared to belong 
to Gotl ahdd his Church Jure Divino, have | 
the Right, now I ſubmit to any impartial 
Reader, 45 the above Conclufion follows 
not ram from the Fremiſſes they" lay 
down 1 in their Plea, 
_ Ant lrkewiſe whither or mk I have miſ- 
repreſented tlem in the former Part of this 
Tract. which was wrote ſome time before 
[ ſaw their Plea; 
In page 23. they take of the Malk all 
together, and plainly tells his Majeſty that 
he 45 engaged by Oath to preſerve theChurch 
0 r in her Priviledges and Rights, 
ſecured to her by. the Union of the two 
Fingdome, and. that his Majeſty may be 
with- 


(44) 
without all Excuſe, they lay befons: kim : 


the Oath itſelf. How 4 chi Treatment 
become the Grandeur of a few wild En- 
thuſiaſts, for in page 18 you'll find that all 
the Clergy i in Scotland are not againſt Pa- 
tronages, ſo upon that Account their wor- 
thy Brethren brands them as diſſoyal Per- 
ſons, and want of Zeal for the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion: In ſhort, the Caſe is this, theſe 
Brethren whom they thus calumniate are 
Men of a more peaceable Diſpoſition than 
they, not inflexible to Authority, nor prag- 
matical in their Demands. Thefe Men are 
as ſenſible of the zealous Inſolences of theſe 
Biggots as any can be, and if they had not 
uſed all proper Means, the Nation would 
have been i in a lamentable Ferment before 
this time. In the laſt Place, and I con- 
clude, if a ſpeedy and effefinal- Remedy 
be not applied, the Clergy in Scotland may 
in a little time arrive, to that Power and 
Confidence, as to be able to tye the Hands 
of Authority, to inſtigate the People to 
Rebellion, and once more involve the Na- 
n in Bload-ſhed and Confuſion. 


FINT & 


; Page 11: line 6. read potius for potinis. 
p. 30. |. 1. read in ſhort tis a Rapſody. 
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